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8 Being gay isn't rainbows and sunshine all the time, but ever since the Blackout- 
the worst attack New York has seen in my lifetime- people have been treating 
celestials like terrorists.  
Tonight reminds me of when I attended my first Pride parade. I was out to my 
family and friends, and all was good there, but I couldn't pretend there wasn't still 
a knot in my stomach from wondering if strangers would be cool with my heart; 
reading minds would've come in handy. During the parade, I felt relief and 
security and happiness and hope, all tied up like an indestructible rope that bound 
us together. I breathed easy around strangers for the first time. 

55 Lore has the life I want, and they rose to internet fame pretty quickly: they initially 
went viral when they campaigned to become their school's first-ever Korean 
American genderqueer class president, inspiring others to follow in their 
footsteps;… 

86 Iris is kissing her girlfriend, Eva, at the door. 

90 I had been talking about beautiful princes for so long that I never had to come out 
to my family, but when I got older and found the word that best fit my romantic 
worldview- gay for the win- it was awesome for telling new people in my life, and 
most important, how comfortable the word felt on my tongue. 

327 The Senator pulls bourbon out of the mini fridge and pours himself a drink. 
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